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     It’s important to understand that 
veterans, when they served their coun-
try, didn’t have a choice of the weath-
er or the location.  They served! 
     This week veterans demonstrated 
that no matter what the weather con-
ditions are, rain, snow, sleet, they’ll be 
out there.  And they weren’t alone!  
Elected officials, community leaders, 
and business leaders, joined veterans 
for the groundbreaking of South Dako-
ta’s first state veteran’s cemetery.  
     The program started with the presentation of colors by members of the South 
Dakota Veterans Council and the national anthem sung by the Sioux Falls American 
Legion Post 15 Men’s Choir.      
     Themed messages of support for the cemetery and our heroes were provided by 
U.S. Senator Mike Rounds, SDDVA Secretary Greg Whitlock, SDDVA Deputy Secre-
tary Aaron Pollard, South Dakota Veterans Council President Terry Paulsen, Sioux 
Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken, Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden, Under Secretary for Memo-

rial Affairs Randy Reeves, and 
Governor Kristi Noem.  All ech-
oed this was long over due. 
     South Dakota is one of only 
fives states that does not have 
a state cemetery.  
  

(continued on next page) 
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State cemetery (continueD) 
     SDDVA is hopeful that dirt will start moving in November, 
with the project completed within 18 months  from that 
time.    

   “This cemetery is a 
credit to the hard work 
of the South Dakota 
Veterans Council,” said 
SDDVA Secretary Greg 
Whitlock. “It’s a credit 
to never giving up. It’s a 
credit to having a vision 
that spans over ten years. And it’s a testament to the sacrifice of the 
men and women who will lay 
here.” 

     Secretary Whitlock concluded his remarks by thanking the numerous 
partners that have made this project a reality—partners included:    
Governor Noem, Lt. Governor Rhoden, South Dakota Legislature and 
the numerous lobbyists that supported the legislation,  City of Sioux 
Falls and the City Council, National Cemetery Administration, Office of 
State Engineering, Stockwell Engineers Inc., Journey Construction, and 
last but not least, our Department staff.    

     “It is my hope that, for decades to come, generations will come 
here to not only honor this sacrifice, but to reflect on our own oppor-
tunity to serve; to reflect on our duties as citizens; and to realize that all of us, too, have a role to play in de-
fending our republic and the freedoms we hold dear,” said Whitlock. 
     Deputy Secretary Pollard thanked the partners that helped ensure a successful groundbreaking ceremony 
– SDNG 196th MEB, American Legion Patriot Guard Riders, Post 15 American Legions Men’s Choir, John 
Small and Sunny Radio, Adam and Jackie Heck and NB Golf 
Carts, Mapleton Township, Maximum Promotions, Journey 
Construction, the South Dakota Veterans Council and their 

Honor Guard, Mark 
Spader, and the 
SDDVA staff. 
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Sd air, army national guard 

units receive national award 

     South Dakota Air and Army National Guard units continue to earn 
top honors for performance excellence as they brought home four 
awards from the 2019 National Guard Association of the United 
States annual conference in Denver, Aug. 31-Sept. 2. 
     The S.D. Air National Guard's 114th Fighter Wing of Sioux Falls was 
the recipient of Winston P. Wilson Trophy, presented to the most 
outstanding Air National Guard flying unit of the year equipped with 
jet fighter or reconnaissance aircraft. 
     S.D. Army National Guard units once again received awards in all 
three of the Army categories.  
     The 139th Brigade Support Battalion of Brookings received the Maj. Gen. Milton A. Reckord Trophy as the 
most outstanding Army National Guard battalion in the nation for achieving the highest standards in training 
and readiness. 
     The Huron-based Forward Support Company of the 153rd Engi-
neer Battalion received the General John J. Pershing Plaque for weap-
ons marksmanship. The unit attained the highest figure of merit 
(highest percentage of assigned members qualified) during annual 
weapons qualification firing with assigned individual weapons. 
     The Vermillion-based 730th Area Support Medical Company re-
ceived the Certificate of Victory for having the highest overall figure 
of merit in the nation.  
     "Once again the men and women of the South Dakota National 
Guard have shown they are among the best units across the coun-
try," said Gov. Kristi Noem. "Receiving these awards is a testament to their commitment, dedication and 
hard work in maintaining their operational readiness for our state and nation." 
     "Units from the South Dakota Air and Army National Guard continue to demonstrate their outstanding 
performance and excellence in readiness by receiving these prestigious national awards," said Maj. Gen. Jeff 

Marlette, SDNG adjutant 
general. "I couldn't be 
more proud of the Sol-
diers and Airmen of the 
South Dakota National 
Guard!" 
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Pow/mia recognition 
     At the request of the South Dakota 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Gov. 
Kristi Noem has proclaimed Friday, 
Sept. 20, 2019, as “POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day,” calling on all South Dakotans 
to honor those men and women who 
fought bravely for our freedoms.     
     “While we are grateful to all of those 
who have served our nation, this day is 
designated to remember and recognize 
the sacrifices endured by those mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who were held as prisoners of 
war or remain missing in action,” said 
Greg Whitlock, Secretary of the South 
Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs. 
     Whitlock encourages all South Dako-
tans to set aside time Sept. 20th to hon-
or the POW/MIA’s who fought to pro-
tect our freedoms and lost theirs, as 
well as remember those engaged in to-
day's struggle to guard our way of life 
for future generations.  

     “In their service to our country, former prisoners of war and 
those missing in action have sacrificed mightily to maintain the 
promise of liberty that we hold dear,” said Whitlock. “POW/MIA 
Day affords all of us a great opportunity to reaffirm our vow to nev-
er forget the courage of our nation’s staunchest defenders – our 
former POWs and MIAs.  We owe them and their families our grati-
tude.” 
     The state of South Dakota continues to support efforts to ac-
count for every service member classified as Missing in Action. 
     South Dakota currently has 24 prisoners of war—18 from World 
War II and six from Korean War.   Our MIAs for South Dakota total 
133—88 World War II Veterans, 38 Korean War Veterans and seven 
Vietnam Veterans.    
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Bartunek promoted to 

colonel in sdng 
     Deb Bartunek, of Rapid City, was promoted to the rank of colonel in the South Dakota Army National 
Guard during a ceremony at Camp Rapid, Sept. 8. 
     Bartunek, a native of Whitewood, serves fulltime as the G4 deputy chief of staff of logistics for Joint 
Force Headquarters in Rapid City.  
     "It is a privilege for me to work with all of the dedicated Soldiers of the South Dakota National Guard, 
and an honor to be able to lead them at this level," said Bartunek. "Without their support, and the support 
of my family, I would not have been able to achieve this accomplishment."  
     Bartunek becomes the second female 
officer to achieve the rank of colonel in the 
SDARNG. 
     Bartunek began her military service in 1983 
enlisting in the 147th Army Band in Mitchell. In 
1990 she attended the South Dakota National 
Guard Military Academy and received her 
commission as a second lieutenant in the 
Transportation Corps. 
     Over the course of her career, Bartunek has 
served in a variety of command and staff posi-
tions to include: 1742nd Transportation Com-
pany platoon leader; 88th Troop Command 
personnel officer, 196th Regiment operations 
and logistics officer; and the 109th Regional 
Support Group's administrative officer and deputy commander positions. 
     Bartunek has commanded at the company and battalion levels with the 665th Maintenance Company 
and 1st Battalion, 196th Regiment (Regional Training Institute). She has also served in multiple fulltime po-
sitions at Joint Force Headquarters to include: personnel management, equal employment opportunity, 
human resources, and deputy logistics officer positions. 
     Bartunek also mobilized from 2003 through 2005 as the commander of the 665th Maintenance Compa-
ny supporting Operation Enduring Freedom/Noble Eagle. 
     Bartunek holds a Bachelor of Education degree from South Dakota State University, a Master in Business 
Administration in military management from Touro University International and a master's degree in stra-
tegic studies from the U.S. Army War College.  
     Bartunek resides in Rapid City with her husband, Ted, and they have two children: Trevor and Austin. 
She is also the daughter of Joyce Kurtz and the late Darwin Kurtz of Whitewood. 
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     Command Sgt. Maj. Alan Meyer is the new senior noncommissioned officer for the 196th Maneuver En-
hancement Brigade after a change of responsibility ceremony at the National Guard Armory in Sioux Falls, 
Sept. 7. 
     Meyer, of Sioux Falls, assumed responsibility from Command Sgt. Maj. Todd Mettler, who served in the 
position since 2016.  
     As the unit’s senior NCO, Meyer 
is responsible for advising the unit 
commander, Col. David Daily, on all 
aspects of the brigade’s enlisted 
soldiers, providing guidance and 
mentorship to those soldiers, and 
assisting in ensuring the brigade is 
prepared to handle all missions it is 
assigned. 
     The 196th MEB is a multifaceted 
unit responsible for enhancing and 
protecting operational and tactical 
freedom of action for a supported 
maneuver force. 
     “It is an honor and a privilege to 
be your command sergeant ma-
jor,” Meyer said. “Command Sgt. 
Maj. Mettler is leaving the brigade in a great place, and I look forward to the chance to help continue to im-
prove it.” 
     Meyer emphasized the need to focus on Army standards and discipline in order to excel in times of in-
creasing operational tempo. He also stressed the need to keep service members’ families informed of mili-
tary events and training, as their support is integral to the success of the unit. 
     “I want to say thank you to everybody,” Mettler said, who is now assigned to Joint Force Headquarters as 
the G3 operations command sergeant major. “We’ve built a great brigade here; we truly have. I look for-
ward to working with you all in the future.”  
     Meyer enlisted in the military in 1986 as a field artilleryman at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Since then he has 
served in multiple assignments across South Dakota to include units in Sioux Falls, Canton, Salem, Mitchell, 
Fort Meade and Watertown. He also deployed to Iraq in 2007 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 

Sd guard’S 196th meb 

receives new senior nco 

leadership 
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Sddva’S joe leaSure 

Recognized by reeves 

     This week while in South Dakota for the groundbreaking of the new state 
veteran’s cemetery, Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs Randy Reeves vis-
ited the SDDVA Claims Office. He visited the staff and thanked them for the 
role they are playing in enhancing the lives of our veterans.    
     Under Secretary Reeves also noticed that SDDVA VSO Joe Leasure was a 
Purple Heart recipient and SDDVA’s Employee of the Year and presented 
him with his challenge coin. What a great honor to have the Under Secre-
tary recognize your talents and attributes!    
 

 

 

     The Department of Veterans Affairs Black Hills Health Care System and STG International, Inc. (STGi) will 
be hosting a ribbon cutting ceremony and resource fair on Wednesday, September 18, 2019 at the new  
Pierre Community Based Outpatient Clinic.   The clinic is 
located at 1615 North Harrison Avenue Ste. 20, inside the 
Northridge Mall.  
     All are welcome to attend the ribbon cutting and short 
remarks at 1:30 p.m. in the lobby of the clinic. Veterans 
are encouraged to stop by anytime between 1:00 p.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. to meet the staff, tour the spacious clinic 
and learn more about all the clinic services. There will be 
information booths set up to provide resources and assis-
tance about a variety of federal and state programs.  Teams from SDDVA and the Hughes County VSO office 
will be on hand to assist veterans.     

Veterans resource fair 

and ribbon cutting at 

pierre’S new cboc 
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     This week SDDVA Program Manager’s Heather 
Bullerman and Krystal Taylor and Minnehaha County 
VSO Kathy Richardson were presented “Star Quilts.” 
     The quilts were presented and gifted by SDDVA 
Claims Examiner Rebekah Bianas and her Grandpa 
Orville Mestes, in honor of her Grandma Darlene Mes-
tes Memorial.  Grandpa Orville Mestes gave his bless-
ing and wrapped the quilts around their shoulders as 
a symbolic way to honor and protect them on their 
journey through life.    
     Rebekah holds these three women in highest re-
gards for their leadership, their continued encourage-
ment, guidance, and support in assisting Rebekah in succeeding after the loss of 

her Grandma Darlene the Matriarch of their family. 
     Generosity is an important virtue among the beliefs and traditions of the Lakota (Sioux) people. The star 
quilt was adopted by many tribes during the reservation era, when tribes were displaced from their tradi-
tional homelands onto Indian reservations and witnessed the near extermination of the buffalo. The giving 
of buffalo hides and robes is a tradition among many tribes as an act of love, peace and respect. Star quilts 
were given away in place of buffalo robes. Giving a star quilt is one of the greatest honors among the Lakota, 
Dakota and other Northern Plains tribes that have traditionally hunted buffalo. The image of a star quilt 
serves as a reminder of the significance and honor that comes from giving. 
     The pattern of the star quilt is inspired by the Morning Star. The Morning Star is the last and brightest star 
in the eastern horizon before dawn. It was believed the Morning Star represented the way the spirits came 
to earth and served as a link between the living and those who have passed. 

Sddva leaders honored 

Monssen joins sddva team 
     Jake Monssen joins the SDDVA Pierre team.    Monssen will serve as the 
Special Projects Coordinator while Guy Arnold is deployed. 
     Monssen, a military brat, traveled the country with his parents and sis-
ter while his father served in the Marines.  He knows the struggles that our 
veterans face.   Jake has 13 family members that have served in the mili-
tary since World War I.   
     Jake’s favorite sport is hockey and is a dedicated Minnesota Wild fan.    
When not cheering on hockey teams, Jake can be found fishing and 
hunting.     
     Please join SDDVA in welcoming Jake to our team.      
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Sep 12—SD Veterans Commission Conf. Call Meeting—4:00 pm (CT) 
Sep 14—SDSU 2nd Annual Veterans Affairs Golf Tournament—Edgebrook Golf Course—8:30 am (CT) registration 
Sep 18—Ribbon Cutting for Pierre CBOC—Pierre (1615 North Harrison Avenue—Suite 20) - 1:00 pm—3:00 pm (CT) 
Sep 20—Veterans Stand Down—Sioux Falls (3601 S. Minnesota Avenue—9:00 am—1:00 pm (CT) 
Sep 20—Sioux Falls POW/MIA Program—Sioux Falls Veterans Memorial Park (1021 W. Bailey Street) - 6:30 pm (CT) 
Sep 21—SFVAHCS Whole Health Class—Sioux Falls Vet Center  (3200 W. 49th Street)—9:00 am—11:00 am (CT) 
Sep 21—Davison County Veterans Wellness and Benefit Fair—Mitchell Corn Palace—8:00 am—4:30 pm (CT) 
Sep 21—EAFB Health and Wellness Expo—Rushmore Mall—Rapid City—9:00 am—Noon (MT) 
Sep 21-22—SD  American Legion Golf Tournament—Hartford Golf Course 
Sep 24—Midwest Honor Flight Mission 5 Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls Convention Center Arena—8:45    
     pm (CT)—doors open at 7:15  
Nov 2—Second Annual Hangar Dance (Midwest Honor Flight Benefit)—Mid America Museum of Aviation—     
     Sioux City, IA—7:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 5—Veteran Stand Down and Resource Fair—Rapid City Rushmore Plaza Civic Center—10:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
Dec 3—Governor Noem’s Budget Address 
Dec 9—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony—Flaming Fountain Veterans Memorial at Capitol Lake in 
     Pierre—11:00 am (CT) 
Jan 14—State of the State Address 
Jan 15—SD Veterans Council Legislative Reception 
Feb 21-23—American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Mar 27-29—SD Vietnam and Era Veterans Reunion—Dakota Sioux Casino—Watertown 
Jun 18-21—American legion State Convention—Huron 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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